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condition in the country.    But this was the year of the turn  of the tide.    Honorius at once renewed the law of Theodosius, which imposed a heavy fine on every heretic exercising sacerdotal functions, and curbed the violence of the Circum-cellions.     Augustine still looked with disfavour on the interference of the civil authorities in the controversy.    It was about this time that he wrote his two books Contra Partem Donati (which we no longer have), in which he declared that he c liked not to see the schismatics  violently forced into communion by the exercise of secular authority.' We have a private letter in which he shows that he is even averse to parental pressure being put on children of mature years ;  he desires no converts   who   do   not   come   to   him   with  perfect spontaneity.    But his attitude rapidly changes in the following years.    We can trace the growth of his opinion in his letters until we find in 401 open indications of a change.     One of the ablest of the Donatists    was   an    ex-advocate,   Petilian,    now bishop of Cirta.    He was the Augustine of the Donatist    party,   the    successor    of   their   great Donatus of Carthage.    Augustine secured a copy of his writing against the Cascilianists, and began his    work   Against   Petilian's   Letter.      In    theg originally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
